
 

 EPIPHANY SUNDAY  

ORDER OF WORSHIP • JANUARY 7, 2024 • 9:00 AM 

T  Indicates the congregation should stand as able. 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  &  WELCOME 
 

T   OPENING  HYMN  O MORNING STAR, HOW FAIR 

AND BRIGHT! 

LBW #76, stanzas 1-4 
 

T   INVOCATION  &  VERSES  from Psalm 72 

WL: In the name of the Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

WL: Arise, shine; for your light has come. 

All: The glory of the Lord rises upon you. 

WL: Come, worship the Lord of glory. 

All: Proclaim God’s praise among the nations. 
 

T   CONFESSION  &  ABSOLUTION   
WL: Let us confess our sins to God.  We come in boldness and confidence, 

not according to our merit, but according to God’s grace towards us 

in Jesus Christ. 

All: God of justice, we confess that our actions are evil whenever we 

have remained passive while others are oppressed; whenever we 

have guarded our own prosperity at the expense of those who are 

poor; or when we have ignored the cries of those in need of help. 

Forgive us, we pray, for hiding in the darkness of this world more 

than living in the light of righteousness made known to us in Jesus 

Christ. Judge us with mercy, we pray, and extend your grace to us. 

Strengthen our faithfulness to you and to all who are precious in 

your sight. We pray in the name of Christ, our Light. Amen. 

WL: Friends, God is for us and not against us. For that very reason God 

sent Jesus into the world—not to condemn the world, but that the 

world might be saved through Him. Together, let us declare the good 

news of the Gospel: 

All: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven and set free to live a new life in Him. 

Thanks be to God! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

T   KYRIE  pg. 78 
 

The Kyrie and Hymn of Praise are sung between cantor and congregation 
 

Cantor: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Cantor: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the 

Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Cantor: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Cantor: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and 

praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

Cantor: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

All: Amen. 
 

T   HYMN  OF  PRAISE  pg. 81 
Cantor: This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

All: Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 

     whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Power and riches and wisdom and strength, 

     and honor and blessing and glory are His. 

          This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia. 

Sing with all the people of God 

     and join in the hymn of all creation: 

Blessing and honor and glory and mighty 

     be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

This is the feast of victory for our God 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun His reign. 

     Alleluia. Alleluia.  
 

WL: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

WL: Almighty God, you revealed the incarnation of your Son by the 

shining of a star. Shine the light of your justice in our hearts and over 

all lands and accept our lives as gifts we offer in your praise and for 

your service, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 
 

T   PRAYER  OF  THE  DAY   



 

R: The First lesson for this Epiphany Sunday in from the prophet Isaiah, 

the sixtieth chapter. 
 
“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD rises upon 

you. See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, 

but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you. Nations will come 

to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

 “Lift up your eyes and look about you: All assemble and come to you; 

your sons come from afar, and your daughters are carried on the hip. Then 

you will look and be radiant, your heart will throb and swell with joy; the 

wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to you the riches of the nations 

will come. Herds of camels will cover your land, young camels of Midian and 

Ephah. And all from Sheba will come, bearing gold and incense and 

proclaiming the praise of the LORD.” 
 

R: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE LESSON EPHESIANS 3:1-12 
R: The Epistle is from Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, the third chapter. 
 

For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you 

Gentiles— Surely you have heard about the administration of God’s grace 

that was given to me for you, that is, the mystery made known to me by 

revelation, as I have already written briefly. In reading this, then, you will be 

able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, which was not made 

known to people in other generations as it has now been revealed by the 

Spirit to God’s holy apostles and prophets. This mystery is that through the 

gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members together of one 

body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. 

 I became a servant of this gospel by the gift of God’s grace given me 

through the working of his power. Although I am less than the least of all the 

Lord’s people, this grace was given me: to preach to the Gentiles the 

boundless riches of Christ, and to make plain to everyone the administration 

of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who created all 

things. His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of 

God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 

realms, according to his eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus 

our Lord. In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom 

and confidence. 
 

R: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

FIRST LESSON ISAIAH 60:1-6 



 

T   ALLELUIA  VERSE  pg. 83 
All: Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

      You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 
 

T   HOLY  GOSPEL  LESSON MATTHEW 2:1-12 
R: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

All: Glory to your, O Lord! 
 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, 

Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has 

been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to 

worship him.” 
 

When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. 

When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the 

law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. “In Bethlehem in 

Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: ‘But you, 

Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of 

Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time 

the star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search 

carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too 

may go and worship him.” 
 

After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had 

seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where 

the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. On coming to 

the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down 

and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him 

with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. And having been warned in a 

dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another 

route. 
 

R: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

TODAY’S MESSAGE  
 

T   MESSAGE  HYMN  RISE, SHINE, YOU PEOPLE! 

LBW #393 
 

  



 

PRAYERS  OF  THE  CHURCH 

WL: Let us pray for the needs of the world, saying, Lord in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Gracious and holy God, your eternal purposes, revealed to us in 

Christ Jesus, show that your love extends to the ends of the earth and 

stretches far beyond our own imaginings. We thank you for such 

expansive love and for the rich variety of ways you make yourself 

known among us.  We pray for the church, too often afraid of the rich 

diversity you have designed, too often timid in its proclamation of 

the gospel before the rulers and powers of this world. Strengthen us 

in our witness and fill us with your Holy Spirit that we may be bold 

and confident through faith in Christ. Lord, in your mercy,  

All: Hear our prayer. 

WL: We pray for people in positions of power in our nation and 

throughout the world. May they govern with justice and compassion. 

Give to all who control economic and military might the wisdom to 

follow your way of non-violent love and pursue the common good 

over personal or political gain. Lord, in your mercy,  

All: Hear our prayer. 

WL: We pray for people who have little power according to the world’s 

measure. Defend the cause of the poor; deliver those in need; put an 

end to oppression. Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

WL: We pray for people who are seeking you this day, and for those 

searching for new meaning and purpose for their lives. Guide and 

direct their spiritual journey. Give them the vision to see signs of your 

promise, the wisdom to discern between what is false and what is 

true, and courage and curiosity in all their searching. May the joy of 

Christ surprise them and lead them to a place of welcome. Lord, in 

your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 

WL: We pray for those overwhelmed by personal darkness today: those 

bowed down in grief; overcome by depression; unemployed or in 

economic trouble; and all who are struggling with illness or recovery. 

We pray for those who are estranged from one another and for those 

undergoing stressful transitions. Especially this day we pray for 

(names . . .).  Send the light and peace of your presence, O God, and 

send us, too, that we might bear the light of Christ and so bring 

companionship and hope by your grace. Lord, in your mercy, 

All: Hear our prayer. 



 

WL: Stretch us, O God; expand the horizons of our lives so that we may 

comprehend the mysterious and wonderful ways you are at work in 

the world and serve you with joy and thanksgiving. In Christ, and by 

the power of your Holy Spirit, we pray.  

All: Amen.  
 

GATHERING  OF  TITHES  &  OFFERINGS 
 

Giving Envelopes are available in the back of each pew 

Give online at www.poporlando.com/give 

Text-to-Give by texting an amount to 407.543.1011 
 

ANTHEM  BY  THE  CHOIR             Show Me Thy Ways 

Andrés Soler-Garzón; guitar Vanessa Vaché, clarinet         by Walter Pelz 
 

Show me thy ways, O Lord. Teach me thy paths.  

Lead me in thy truth and teach me. 

For thou art the God of my salvation.  

And on thee do I wait all the day. 
 

S E R V I C E  O F  T H E  S A C R A M E N T  
 

 

T   PREFACE  &  SANCTUS  pg. 89 
WL: The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

WL: Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 

WL: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 

WL: It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in 

all places give thanks to you, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting 

God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for what had been hidden from 

before the foundation of the world you have made known to the 

nations in your Son. In him, being found in the substance of our 

mortal nature, you have manifested the fullness of your glory. 

Therefore, with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify your glorious name, evermore praising 

you and singing: 

All: Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might: 

      Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

      Hosanna in the highest. 

 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 

      Hosanna in the highest. 
 



 

T   THE  WORDS  OF  OUR  LORD  
 

T   THE  LORD’S  PRAYER  

WL: As Jesus taught His disciples to pray, so we pray today:  

All: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

 hallowed be Thy name;  

 Thy kingdom come;  

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

Give us this day our daily bread;  

 and forgive us our trespasses  

 as we forgive those who trespass against us.  

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory  

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

T   PAX  DOMINI  

WL: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

All: Amen. 
 

AGNUS  DEI  repeat each short phrase the cantor sings 
 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

BRIGHTEST AND BEST LBW #84 
 

T   THE  DISMISSAL  

WL: The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve 

you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart in peace. 

All: Amen. 
 

T   CLOSING  PRAYER  

WL:  God of blazing light, through the power of the cross you shattered 

our darkness, scattering the fears that bind us and setting us free to 

live as your children. Give us courage and conviction, that we may 

joyfully turn and follow you into new adventures of faithful service, 

led by the light that shines through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

All: Amen. 
 

T   BLESSING 

WL: May the love of God uphold you; the light of T Christ guide you; and 

the fellowship of the Holy Spirit fill you with joy, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 
 



 

T   SENDING  HYMN  O MORNING STAR, HOW FAIR 

AND BRIGHT! 

LBW #76, stanzas 5 & 6 
 

T   SENDING   
WL: Go in peace! Serve the Lord! 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 

TO GOD ALONE BE THE GLORY 
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